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Catholic Health honors Lewiston Fire Co. No. 1

Earlier this week, Catholic
Health recognized Lewiston Fire
Co. No. 1 as Agency of the Year
for exceptional work in emergency
medical services. Acknowledged
members included Chris Copland,
Matt Grainge, Colby Chretien,
Steven Skutnik, Jacob Meagher,
Michael Richards, Kevin Krueger,
Terry Rutland and Kevin Day.
Firefighters and EMTs were com-
mended for three call responses in
which they saved lives in critical
situations.

A press release noted, “Lewiston
Fire Co. No. 1 offers more than just
fire protection to the community.
Some may be unaware of the daily
calls for EMS service and transport
that the LFD1 fulfills. Lewiston 1
operates two ambulances at the
advanced EMT level, serving the
Town and Village of Lewiston.

“The year 2020 presented the
company with many challenges
surrounding the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and with this the volunteers
of Lewiston 1 rose to the occasion.”

Catholic Health stated, “EMS re-
sponse in Niagara County has been
a struggle for a number of years
now — especially trying is the avail-
ability of advanced life support pro-
viders. Understanding this strug-
gle throughout Niagara County,
and within their own district, the
Lewiston Fire Co. No. 1 dedicated
an inordinate amount of time and
resources to increase the level of
care of their agency, from basic life
support to advanced life support.

“This is no small feat as this re-
quires a new level of New York

State Department of Health certi-
fications, purchasing of new equip-
ment, a new level of training, and
additional continuing medical edu-
cation requirements for their pro-
viders.

“Additionally, the amount of time
that the providers of the Lewiston
Fire Co. No. 1 dedicate to training
and enhancing their knowledge
and skills is second to none. To tru-
ly understand how important train-
ing is to their organization one sim-
ply needs to view their Facebook
page to see the countless training
drills and CME events being held
at their hall on a regular basis.

“Not only do they care about
their own training, but they also
care about the training and educa-
tion of their mutual aid companies
and, because of this, they regularly
open their training opportunities to
all area providers.

“Understanding the need for con-
stant training and education, the
Lewiston Fire Co. No. 1 collabo-
rated with the Catholic Health Sys-
tem to create the first-of-its-kind in
Western New York mobile simula-
tion and training unit to enhance
EMS education all throughout
Western New York.”

Assistant Chief EMS Grainge

said, “I am so proud of the men and
women of Lewiston Fire Co. No.
1. They dedicate so much to our
community, not only responding
to emergency calls but in training
and other functions within the com-
pany. The teamwork here is second
to none and paramount to our suc-
cess.

“2020 was an exceptionally busy
year with stressful conditions sur-
rounding the pandemic, and our
members did not miss a step, re-
sponding to 1,008 calls throughout
the year.”

Members of the Lewiston Garden
Club met with representatives from the
Wegmans Military Road Store to thank
them for sponsoring the container gar-
den contest at next weekend’s Garden-
Fest 2021, taking place June 19 and
20 on Center Street. Organizers are
encouraging both adults and children
to enter the contfest. Be as creative as
you want to be or submit a traditional
entry.

The entry application link and pic-
tures of past winners can be found at
lewistongardenfest.com.  The public
votes for the winners and prizes will be
awarded at 3 p.m. Sunday.

Gardenfest features more than 70
vendors selling flowers, plants and
handcrafted art and garden essentials.
Additional highlights include a garden
walk and the aforementioned contain-
er garden contest.

Proceeds from Lewiston GardenFest
go back into the soil of the local com-
munity for civic beautification efforts
and scholarships.

(Photo by Robert Albee)
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